
 

WORK SESSION OF FEBRUARY 21, 2017 

 

The Work Session of February 21, 2017 was called to order at 6:35 p.m. in Room 201 and 

the open public notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In 

attendance were Mayor Kasko, Commissioner Rochford, and Commissioner Moscatelli, 

the Administrator, the Borough Solicitor and the Borough Clerk. 

 

The public comment portion of the meeting was opened by the Administrator.  There 

were no comments made at this time. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a possible new ordinance governing stormwater 

maintenance with the Commissioners.  She noted currently residents, under certain 

circumstances when doing construction on their property, are required by our boards to 

install some type of stormwater maintenance system to offset runoff from their property.  

These systems are inspected by our engineer and are required for their permits.  However, 

there currently is no follow up on the systems to ensure that they are property being 

maintained after the initial inspection.  Our Superintendent of Public Works, who is 

responsible for our annual stormwater reporting, indicated that a requirement of our 

Department of Environmental Protection (DEP) MS4 Permit is to ensure that the systems 

are working properly.  This requirement has been reviewed and we believe that the best 

solution would be to require the homeowner to provide the borough with an annual 

inspection report which state that their system is being maintained and is functioning.  We 

would need to keep these reports on file.  The Community Development Officer is working 

on a list of all of the systems that have been required to be installed.  We do know that 

for the last three years we have had 26 systems installed, 6 are under construction and 6 

more have been recently approved.  The question is whether or not we need to have 

this new requirement before the systems are installed as we move forward, or should it 

also include systems that have been previously required.  If so, then the next question 

would how far back we should go.  Commissioner Moscatelli referenced those systems 

that are deed restricted and asked if we should go back that far.  The Solicitor 

commented that we should go back as far as possible because legally we can enforce 

this.  Commissioner Rochford asked if other towns were doing this as well.  The Solicitor 

indicated that they are less strict than Haddonfield.  The Administrator then questioned 

what should be requested and should it be done annually – maintenance schedule 

report or an engineer’s report.  She also noted that we could require that the property 

owners certify that they are maintaining these systems.  We will have to look at the DEP 

permit requirement before making any final decision.  Commissioner Moscatelli then 

spoke about what penalties could be assessed if this is not done.  Whether a property 

has been sold and if the new owners are aware of these systems was also briefly 

discussed.  Mayor Kasko asked if there was any proof that any of these systems had failed.  

The Administrator replied that more research is needed and the legal responsibilities have 

to be determined. 

 

The Administrator the reviewed the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) for the 

current year.  She noted that last year’s funds were used towards the Mabel Kay 

foundation project.  The estimated cost for that project is $60,000 and the amount 

typically received annualy from CDBG is between $14,000 and $16,000.  We could put a 

total of 4-5 years of this grant towards that project, or we can use this year’s money for 



 

work on the “little house” foundation, which is where Interfaith Caregivers is located. This 

project will probably cost the same as for Mabel Kay House.  Although it is smaller it is 

worse off.  Mayor Kasko asked if they were ready to go now on that work.  The 

Administrator stated that we are ready to go on the Mabel Kay House, but not the “little 

house” as yet.  Mayor Kasko suggested putting this year’s money towards the Mabel Kay 

House again.  It was pointed out that this would affect how much is used in our Capital 

budget.  Commissioner Rochford suggested at least starting the design work.  The 

Commissioners agreed. 

 

The Solicitor reviewed some changes he feels are necessary for the Abandoned Property 

Ordinance.  He noted that this ordinance is supposed to be uniform for a number of 

municipalities, but he wanted to remove some harmful wording to the Borough.  

Commissioner Rochford asked if other towns were putting out their own versions as well.  

The Solicitor indicated that everything is staying mainly the same, but the pre-amble is 

changing some.  Commission Moscatelli asked who would administer this ordinance, to 

which the Solicitor explained that it would be a third-party organization set up through 

the County.  Mayor Kasko asked if we should review these changes with the County 

before proceeding.  The Administrator suggested introducing and sending a copy to the 

County afterwards.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

The February 28th meeting agenda was reviewed.  The Commissioners agreed to add a 

proclamation for Feed My Starving Children. 

 

Mayor Kasko announced that there were no updates to be reported from the Partnership 

for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH). 

 

The Administrator advised the Commissioners that Stuart Harting, of Haddonfield Outdoor 

Sculpture Trust (HOST) has been able to find a new sculpture for MacDonald Park.  This 

sculpture is 12 feet tall and will rotate.  She also noted that the two women on a bench 

sculpture has been moved on to another location outside of town.  The Commissioners 

agreed to the new sculpture in MacDonald Park on a trial basis. 

 

The 2017 budget status was then reviewed by the Administrator.  There is a zero-

percentage increase over the previous year, although, the Capital budget has not been 

done as yet.  She noted that there has been an increase in the amount of ratables.  

Various line item amounts were then discussed.  She did note that it may be time to look 

into the current parking rates.  Items specifically talked about were employee increases 

from part-time to full-time, utility costs, as well as the Capital requests. 

 

At 7:20 p.m. John Stokes joined the meeting and asked the Commissioners for permission 

to submit a grant application for a non-matching requirement Sustainable Stormwater 

Grant to hire a consultant for at most $10,000.  He noted that Diane Schrauth, as co-

chairperson for the Environmental Commission/Sustainable Haddonfield would be the 

lead on the grant.  The paperwork is due February 28th and the resolution could be sent 

in separately the next day.  The Commissioners agreed. 

 

At 7:29 p.m. Commissioner Rochford made a motion to go into closed session to discuss 

potential litigation for the Bancroft property.  Commissioner Moscatelli seconded the 



 

motion, which was then approved unanimously.  John Laprocido, Chairperson of the 

Planning Board, and members Doug McCollister and John Stokes joined the closed 

session discussion. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:49 p.m. where the motion had also 

been to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 


